
 

 

 

On 23rd March 1876 the Immigrant Ship Gutenberg entered Whāngaui-ā-
Tara (Wellington Harbour) and so began a new chapter in the lives of 165 
Europeans as they arrived as far away as could be from their previous 
homes. 

To help descendants of these immigrants and others celebrate this sesqui-
centennial event, a gathering is being organised in Wellington for Sunday 
22nd March 2026. This will involve a boat ride on the Harbour, Kai and 
Kōrero, and time visiting Wellington Museum and other Wellington 
landmarks. More info later. 

Co-incident with this event, a book is being written which commemorates 
these our ancestors. It will be launched at the sesqui gathering in March 
and is tentatively entitled, 

 

Bremerhaven to Whānganui-ā-Tara 
THE VOYAGE OF THE GUTENBERG TO WELLINGTON 1875-76 

 

This publication will be for sale by its author Terry Alve. Orders will be 
invited by the end of 2025. Extracts from the book’s draft follow...  
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The Auswandererdenkmal (German for Emigrant Memorial) 

A statue in the port of Bremerhaven, Germany.  

 

 

 

A STORY OF THE VOYAGE, PASSENGERS, DESCENDANTS  
AND THEIR FIRST FIFTY YEARS IN AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND 

 

 

 

 

Terence Valentine Alve 
 



 

 

WESTERN EUROPE TO 1875 – THE BACKDROP 

 
Otto von Bismarck 

Coincident with the decision in New Zealand to sponsor the coming of European immigrants to 
Aotearoa, significant conflicts occurred in Europe. In 1864 Prussia and Austria annexed parts of 
Denmark; Prussia taking the province of Schleswig and Austria Holstein. Subsequently, a short 
war between Prussia and Austria had the Prussian victors also annexing Holstein. Parts of Poland 
were during this time under Prussian occupation also. Prussia was expanding. 

There was a climate in Europe of dissatisfaction and resentment, especially in the Danish and 
Polish regions occupied by Prussia and expansionist Germany. One of the issues was Prussian 
military conscription, which was disliked, especially when this resulted in conscripts being called 
up for war service as they were during the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71. An aftermath of the 
creation of the German Confederation of States which emerged from this latter war, was the 
Kulturkampf that had Catholics and Poles none too happy with Chancellor Bismarck and his 
repressive policies. 

The time was ripe for emigration. The migrant ships to American were full during this time and it 
was not long before the timeliness of the New Zealand Vogel Scheme’s recruitment of European 
agents was proven. The more so when there was a slow-down in the Atlantic emigration to USA 
in the mid 1870s .... 

An early Danish emigrant to Aotearoa was Bishop Ditlev Gothard Monrad the Lutheran cleric and 
Danish Prime Minister at the time of the war with Prussia and Austria. The Danes turned on him 
politically and he was an early, exilic (1866-1869) New Zealand immigrant who contributed to the 
establishment of Palmerston North and a farm at Karere near Longburn nearby. While he did not 
stay long in Aotearoa, his descendants did. 

 
Bishop Ditlev Gothard Monrad 



 

 

Though Monrad was only a passing figure on the New Zealand scene, this country owes much to 
him for his example of successful forest settlement and for his encouragement to many Danes 
and Scandinavians to emigrate to Aotearoa and undertake the same task. Over seven thousand 
Europeans participated in the Vogel Immigration Scheme after Monrad’s stay, some influenced 
by his promotion of Aotearoa as an emigrant destination based on his experienced observations. 

George Conrad Petersen, Editor, Who's Who in New Zealand, Palmerston North wrote, 

Monrad was one of the most outstanding men his country has produced. As a theologian, scholar, 
and politician he was foremost in the introduction of enlightened and progressive ideas in church, 
school, and government. His mental powers earned him the highest academic honours; he was 
a skilled translator of the Old Testament from the originals as well as an eminent political writer. 
His political downfall was coincidental with his country's defeat by Bismarck's ascendant Prussia, 
his attempt to introduce Christian ideals and principles into the political field availing little when 
he had to oppose the ruthless chancellor single handed. In New Zealand he showed his courage 
and versatility by attacking the heavy task of bush settlement. Though Monrad was only a passing 
figure on the New Zealand scene, this country owes much to him for his example of successful 
forest settlement and for his encouragement to thousands of his countrymen to emigrate here 
and undertake the same task. 

Aotearoa was much the better for a man of Monrad’s calibre coming and staying a while and 
leaving some of his family to continue the settlement farm he founded near Longburn south of 
Palmerston North .... 

 

JULIUS VOGEL AND THE NZ IMMIGRATION SCHEME 1871-1876 
In the 1870s, New Zealand’s government, under the leadership of Colonial Treasurer Julius 
Vogel, enacted a bold plan to stimulate economic growth and infrastructure development by 
encouraging immigration from Britain and Europe. The Vogel Immigration Scheme, led to the 
arrival of around 100,000 settlers to New Zealand 1870-1876. Amongst these were about 7,000 
continental Europeans who were recruited by a network immigrant agents spread around the 
Continent. For a commission they produced marketing products that were disseminated and 
sometimes overly enthusiastically played up the benefits of emigrating to Aotearoa-New 
Zealand. 

 
Sir Julius Vogel 



 

 

The immigration scheme offered free passage to immigrants, and it assisted in providing them 
with employment in exchange for a period (usually about four years) of working on Government 
projects: road and railway construction, forestry clearing and the like .... 

 

IMMIGRATION AGENT WILHELM KIRCHNER 
The lead European immigration recruiting agent employed by the New Zealand government 
1873-76 was Wilhelm Kirchner who was a German businessman who had lived and worked in 
Australia. He first emigrated to Australia in 1839 but returned to Germany in 1848 to work as an 
immigration agent for the New South Wales government. Subsequently, in 1855, he facilitated 
the emigration to Tasmania of all my Tasmanian great grandparents from the Frankfurt, Hesse 
region of Germany .... 

 
Karl Ludwig Wilhelm Kirchner, German Emigration Agent 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Ermer – Franz and Pauline 
Name Frank Ermer 
Birth Circa 1835 
Age 67 
Work Dealer 
Death  29 Aug 1902 
Burial Featherston Cemetery, Featherston, 
South Wairarapa, Wellington, N.Z.  
Block 2/11/445 

Name  Pauline Ermer 
Birth circa 1837 
Age 66 
Status  Widow 
Death 15 Nov 1903 
Burial Featherston Cemetery, Featherston, 
South Wairarapa, Wellington, N.Z. 
Block 2/11/444 

  
PAULINE AND FRANK ERMER IN NEW ZEALAND 

Pauline and Frank Ermer arrived in Wellington, New Zealand, as a childless couple aboard the 
immigrant ship Gutenberg. It appears they remained without children throughout their time in 
Aotearoa, both passing away after about 25 years in their new country—Frank in 1902 and Pauline 
in 1903. 

The couple seems to have settled in or near Featherston, as indicated by various newspaper 
reports. It is possible that Frank worked on the railways during their early years in New Zealand, 
since the Rimutaka railway line was completed in late 1878 and the extension to Masterton soon 
after in 1880. Other immigrants from the Gutenberg were also employed on these rail projects. 

In 1881, records show that the Ermers owned some cows. That year, they were taken to court 
because their cows had wandered onto neighbouring properties, causing disputes with their 
neighbours. The judge decided for the plaintiffs and a deterrent penalty was imposed on the 
Ermers. By 1886, they were looking to sell their seven-room house, which sat on a quarter-acre of 
land and included an orchard and outbuildings, all located in Featherston. 

Little is known about their lives during the 1890s, except that Frank had become deaf and was 
blind in one eye. A newspaper report described him as an old settler and a foreigner. These 
handicaps did not serve him well. 

Tragedy struck in 1902 when Frank was driving his horse and trap across a level railway crossing 
in Featherston. On Monday, August 25th his vehicle was struck by the 4 o’clock train near the 
home of the local Doctor Palmer. Despite the doctor’s prompt efforts, Frank could not be saved. 
He suffered severe injuries, including broken ribs and a fractured skull, and was taken to 
Greytown Hospital, where he died soon after. The accident also led to the death of the horse and 
destroyed the trap. Frank was buried in Featherston cemetery. Frank’s death certificate indicated 
his profession as Dealer. 

The fatal accident received widespread media attention, with newspapers across the country 
reporting on it. The coroner, Mr. James, found that the train’s engine driver, Flaws, and fireman, 
Jones, reported that the crossing was obscured by trees. No blame was assigned to the engine 
driver, and the Railways Department was urged to remove the trees to improve visibility at the 
crossing.  

Sadly, Franz’s widow, Pauline Ermer died just over a year later in November 1903. She was buried 
alongside her husband in Featherston cemetery. 



 

 

 

 
 

Wairarapa Daily Times, Volume 3, Issue 902, 18 
October 1881, Page 2 

 
 

Wairarapa Standard, Volume XIX, Issue 1822, 19 April 
1886, Page 3 

 
 
 

SERIOUS ACCIDENT 

 
 

Woodville Examiner, 27 August 1902  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Wairarapa Daily Times, Volume XXVI, Issue 7243, 26 
August 1902, Page 3 

 

 
 

Wairarapa Daily Times, Volume XXVI, Issue 7248, 1 
September 1902, Page 2 

 

 

  



 

 

APPENDIX TWO – ITALIAN IMMIGRANTS AND THE JACKSON BAY SPECIAL 

SETTLEMENT 

 
 

In the 1870s two special settlements were formed on the West Coast of the South Island as 
part of Vogel's public works and immigration scheme. The southern settlement, at Jackson' 
s Bay, failed; the northern settlement, at Karamea, was modestly successful. 
 
The area’s first settlers waded, were rowed, or were carried ashore on 19 January 1875. The 24 
men, 14 women, and 49 children of unknown ages, came from Scotland, Sweden, Ireland, 
England, Denmark, Canada and Germany. Schooners waited in the bay while dinghies offloaded 
people and their possessions. During the rest of that year and until July 1876, another 109 men, 
50 women, and 116 children from the same countries, as well as Poland, Norway and Italy, waded 
through probably chillier seas. Still others arrived later in 1876, enticed by the glowing promises 
that the colonial government advertised. 
 
The Government had found the Jackson’s Bay settlement an outlet for German immigrants and 
others in 1875, and more were being sent there from the immigrant ship Terpsichore which arrived 
in Wellington five days before the Gutenberg in March 1876. Some of the Germans had read the 
pamphlet on The Conditions of Settlement at Jackson’s Bay which had been translated into 
German. The clauses concerning grants of land and government employment had induced them 
to emigrate. They asked that, the Government will put us in possession of land. We are all farm 
labourers, supplied ourselfs (sic) with seed before leaving home, and distributed some to our 
fellow passengers. On 2 July 1876, these immigrants (13 men, 9 women and 24 children) sailed 
and followed the example of earlier German settlers and joined their countrymen on land at 
Smoothwater, in Jackson’s Bay. 
 
It now seemed to be the solution to the problem of unemployed Italians living in the Immigration 
Depot at Wellington. The government agents in charge of the Jackson’s Bay Special Settlement 
were  J .A. Bonar and Duncan Macfarlane. In March 1876 Bonar was notified that three Italians 
were travelling to Hokitika on the steamer Taranaki with the intention of proceeding to Jackson's 
Bay to make a full report upon the settlement. Their aim, if the settlement met their approval, was 
to induce their countrymen to follow them. The Italian Consul had asked the two Italian 
Immigrants named Ferderli and Corrado to report to him on conditions at Jackson Bay. The two 
men had arrived in Wellington on the Gutenberg where they were listed as labourers. They were 
clearly educated and well connected and in April 1876 they travelled to Jackson Bay and talked 
with the Italian families there, returning to Wellington in June ....  
 

EXTRACTS END 


