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GUTENBERG SESQUI—NEWSLETTER #2 (Sept. 2025 ) 
Greetings to you again as descendants and associates of those who immigrated to Aotearoa 

New Zealand aboard the SS Gutenberg during its voyage to Whanganui-a-tara (Wellington) from 

Bremerhaven, Germany 1875—1876. I am excited to return to organising this Sesqui project 

after a three month break away on a ministry assignment. This project centres on gathering 

information about these immigrants and their families through to 1926 and a Sesqui meeting of 

interested descendants and associates of 1876 Gutenberg immigrants. 

Descendant families/individuals (15) I have information about are: 

ALVE BREDOW BRIESEMANN CORRADO  

FEDERLI  FICINUS KOHLER MALGRAFF 

MAUL MEYER MUDRACK NIELSEN 

SCHORMANN TURCHI WEISS  
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​

Of these families Heinrich Wilhelm Carl Briesemann was the only fare paying (saloon) 

passenger aboard the ship, and Alexander Guttenberg Ficinus was the baby born 12th February 

1876, not long before the Gutenberg berthed in Wellington. A full list of immigrants can be found 

here: https://www.alve.nz/emigration-1875-1876.html  Can you help by providing more info? 

Research continues using a number of resources, notably: 

●​ Published work like Tina White’s reflection on the life of her ancestress Clara Malgraff on 

Stuff and genealogist Margaret Elm’s paper on Maul of Prussia in the National Library; 

●​ My own work and publications on the Alve family that includes reference to the 

Briesemann and Schormann families; 

●​ Dr Mark Dunick’s research thesis Continental European Assisted Immigrants in 1870s 

New Zealand which, while referencing little about the Gutenberg visit to Wellington, 

offers much background information about the Vogel Immigration Scheme 1870-76; 

●​ Genealogical and historical records relating to Gutenberg immigrants and their families 

contained in programmes like Ancestry, My Heritage, Family Search, Geni and other 

repositories of information about relevant families; 

●​ Papers Past an online archive provided by the National Library, featuring a rich collection 

of New Zealand and Pacific newspapers, magazines and journals, diaries and letters, 

parliamentary papers, and books; etc. 

Sesqui Publication 

I am in the process of gathering information, as above, and writing about:  

●​ The voyage of the Gutenberg to Wellington; 

●​ Those who emigrated from Europe on this journey, 

●​ Their first descendant families through to 1926 (fifty years), 

●​ Historical, political and social backdrops in Europe and in Aotearoa New Zealand. 

While work on this publication is underway, it will be completed after the Sesqui gathering in 

March 2026. This will allow inclusion of information that may arise from the gathering and 

associated dialogue. The planned publication date is before the end of 2026. Please contact 

Terry Alve if you have information that might be helpfully included in this project. 
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Sesqui Centennial Celebration 

Sunday 22 March 2026 

A suggested programme was offered in the last newsletter. This may be revised. The event will 

run approximately 10am-4pm and will be designed with the following in mind: 

★​ An opportunity to meet others descended from and associated with the Gutenberg 

passengers as we mark the occasion at this historical time. 

★​ Promotion of knowledge about this migration including our forebears' motivations to 

emigrate, their experiences aboard ship and after their arrival. 

★​ The sharing of anecdotes, remembrances and memorabilia that will enliven and enhance 

our connection with this group of people. 

The thought is to minimise expenditure on the day, mindful that some may want to gather from 

a distance to be there. We already have an indication from Canadian descendants who want to 

be present. And, I am in touch with Melbourne descendants who are also interested. 

The suggested programme might include light dining, sailing on the harbour, visits to the 

Wellington Museum, formerly Museum of Wellington City and Sea, and/or the Petone Settlers 

Museum/Te Whare Whakaaro o Pito-one and formal presentation/s, as well as conversation time. 

Venues are yet to be finalised.​

​

Enquiries & Comments: Terry Alve | 027 600 1926 | terry.alve@gmail.com 

GUTENBERG ARRIVAL SESQUI REUNION WEBPAGE​
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ALVE FAMILY FB GROUP​

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1417384801915026  

GUTENBERG 1876-2026 FB GROUP​

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1339843210693806  
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