
 

GUTENBERG SESQUI—NEWSLETTER #1 (April 2025 ) 
It is a delight to greet you as descendants and associates of those who emigrated to Aotearoa 

New Zealand aboard the SS Gutenberg during its second voyage to these shores from 18 

December 1875—23 March 1876. I write as we are less than a year from when we will celebrate 

the sesquicentennial (150 years) since our forebears arrival. 

During the past few months my knowledge of known descendant families has grown from three 

to ten. Hopefully by year’s end there will be many more. Currently families I have links to are: 

ALVE BREDOW BRIESEMANN FICINUS 

KOHLER MALGRAFF MAUL MEYER 

 SCHORMANN WEISS  

​

I use the correct spellings of these surnames noting that some are different on the passenger 

list below. Of these families Heinrich Wilhelm Carl Briesemann was the only fare paying 

(saloon) passenger aboard the ship, and Alexander Guttenberg Ficinus was the baby born 12th 

February 1876, not long before the ship berthed. A full list of immigrants can be found here: 

https://www.alve.nz/emigration-1875-1876.html  
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Below you will see a draft programme for our celebration day—22 March 2026. Please take a 

look and make any suggestions for improvement. Also please advise if you are aware of how 

we might contact other descendants of the immigration families and individuals. 

Sesqui Centennial Celebration 

Sunday 22 March 2026 

 DRAFT PROGRAMME 

This draft programme is offered as a discussion point for those interested in attending the 

reunion of descendants and associates of Gutenberg immigrant families. Please let me know 

what you think - see end of this document. 

This suggested programme is offered with the following in mind: 

★​ An opportunity to meet others descended from the Gutenberg passengers. 

★​ Promotion of knowledge about our forebears motivations to emigrate. 

★​ Sharing stories of our ancestors: those from Europe, those from aboard the Gutenberg 

journey and those that relate to their early years in Aotearoa New Zealand. 

With this in mind, and in an effort to minimise expense, I suggest the following: 

1000​ Morning tea at ??? 

1130​ Travel via a East by West Ferry from Queeen’s Wharf to Day’s Bay​

​ Arrive 1155—Brief Lunch @ Day’s Bay—Depart 1245 

1310​ Arrive Queen’s Wharf”​

​ Visit Wellington Museum—see below or Free Time * 

1500​ Afternoon Tea and Korero in ‘Loaves and Fishes’ ​

​ Wellington Anglican Cathedral of St Paul, Hill Street​

​ Programme tba. 

1700​ Depart and/or Barbeque at a venue to be decided 

 



 

* Wellington Museum, formerly Museum of Wellington City and Sea, was the old Bond Store which 
became a Maritime Museum. This museum features Wellington’s early history including its history as a 
Harbour Port. Those interested in visiting will have  up to 90 minutes after the harbour cruise to engage 
with the Museum. Others may care to visit other central Wellington venues like the Cable Car, Parliament 
Buildings or the two Cathedrals (Catholic and Anglican) adjacent to Parliament buildings. Old St Paul’s in 
Mulgrave Street is another place of interest, as is the Harbour precinct. 

Key Locations for the Day 

★​ East by West ferries depot at Queen’s Wharf 

★​ Wellington Museum - just below the red ‘Queen’s Wharf’ marker 

★​ Wellington Cathedral of St Paul, Hill Street 

  

 



 

A Report of the Arrival of the Gutenburg 

Evening Post Thursday March 23rd 1876 

 ​

​

Enquiries & Comments: Terry Alve | 027 600 1926 | terry.alve@gmail.com 

 

mailto:terry.alve@gmail.com

	GUTENBERG SESQUI—NEWSLETTER #1 (April 2025 ) 
	Sesqui Centennial Celebration 
	Sunday 22 March 2026 
	 DRAFT PROGRAMME 

